if interference became the order of the day. In decent
society the exercise of this elementary right should not
need the protection of the bayonet. It should command
universal acceptance.
HEALTHY TOLERANCE
I have noticed with great joy at the annual sessions
of the Congress on its exhibition ground several meetings
held by religious sects or political parties holding their
gatherings, expressing divergent and often diametrically
opposite views without molestation and without any
assistance from the police. There have been departures
from this fundamental rule and they have excited
public condemnation. Where is that spirit of healthy
toleration gone now? Is it because having gained our
political freedom, we are testing it by abusing it? Let
us hope it is only a passing phase in the nation's life.
Let me not be told, as I have often been, that it
is all due to the misdeeds of the Muslim League. As-
suming the truth of the remark, is our toleration made
of such poor stuff that it must yield under some un-
common strain? Decency and toleration to be of value
must be capable of standing the severest strain. If they
cannot, it will be a sad day for India. Let us not make
it easy for our critics (we have many) to say that we
did not deserve liberty. Many arguments come to my
mind in answer to such critics. But they give poor com-
fort. It hurts my pride, as a lover of India of the teeming
millions, that our tolerant and combined culture should
not be self-evident.
IF INDIA FAILS
If India fails, Asia dies. It has been aptly called the
nursery of many blended cultures and civilizations.
Let India be and remain the hope of all the exploited
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